58  PEAKS AND GLACIERS OP NUN KUN
18,500 to 20,500 feet. On these peaks they were larger and on the highest were composed of ice, this transformation being due to the water resulting from the melting cajised by the fierce heat of the sun sinking into the n6v6 of the pinnacles and freezing as soon as the sun set. This was the first time in five seasons of Himalayan exploration that we had met with them, and we are not aware that their existence in Himalaya has been mentioned by any other observer* More will be said of this formation later on*
The glaciers and lower heights having been examined, Savoye and two porters with a number of coolies were sent to make a three-days* reconnaissance on the high slopes above the camp as a preliminary to the investigation of the highest parts of the Nun Kun massif, This disclosed, among other things, a projecting rock-promontory about 2500 feet higher up with screes at its foot, where coolies could make fires and pass the night; and about 2200 feet above that, among the ice-falls at the base of a snow-needle, a small sloping snow-plateau, which the coolies, by starting early from their night-bivouac, could reach in time to return